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INTRODUCTION 

THIS  Report  shows  that  the  momentum,  scale  and  quality  of  the  Society's 
work  have  been  well  maintained  throughout  another  year,  and  despite 
familiar  financial  pressures. 
In  our  74th  Report  we  noted  that  national  membership  had  shown  its 
first  increase  for  over  ten  years.  This  increase  has  since  continued  and,  in 
addition,  the  decline  in  local  membership  has  been  checked.  This  is  a 
considerable  achievement,  for,  except  in  wartime,  the  Society  has  never 
had  a  rising  national  membership  of  over  2,500.  A  rising  membership  is 
partly  the  result  of  a  renewed  interest  in  politics,  especially  amongst  younger 
people.  But  it  is  also  clearly  a  token  of  the  high  regard  in  which  the 
Society's  current  work  is  held. 

The  demand  for  Fabian  pamphlets  from  non-Fabians  is  another 
measure  of  success.  For  pamphlets  were  once  again  extensively  reviewed, 
and  the  orders  for  them  show  the  influential  public  they  reached.  The  sale 
of  pamphlets  outside  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  several  hundred  members 
living  overseas — North  America  has  the  largest  number — testify  to  the 
Society's  high  international  reputation. 

The  Executive  Committee  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  many  individuals 
who  have  generously  written  and  lectured  for  the  Society  during  the  year, 
all  without  payment  of  any  kind. 

The  change  of  name  from  Fabian  Colonial  to  Fabian  Commonwealth 
Bureau  during  the  year  was  a  symbol  of  a  change  to  which  the  Bureau 
has  itself  so  largely  contributed. 

But  success  is  no  excuse  for  complacency,  least  of  all  in  politics  where 
fortunes  change  so  rapidly.  There  was,  for  example,  in  the  immediate 
post-war  period,  a  tendency  to  treat  abnormal  wartime  conditions  as 
permanent  and  to  extend  already  contracting  resources  over  too  large  a 
field.  It  is  necessary  at  all  times  for  the  Executive  Committee  to  consider 
most  carefully  the  changing  priorities  for  work.  The  views  of  the  member- 
ship on  this  have  been  made  known  through  the  closer  contact  and  con- 
sultation which  has  taken  place. 

As  the  Accounts  indicate,  we  spent  slightly  more  than  we  received 
during  the  year:  the  balance  between  income  and  expenditure  is  as  pre- 
carious as  ever.  Despite  the  continuing  generosity  of  many  donors,  including 
trade  unions,  we  are  a  long  way  from  financial  security.  The  membership, 
directly  and  indirectly,  still  has  the  largest  part  to  play  in  helping  to  achieve 
this. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  individual  membership  showed  an 
increase.  There  was  a  small  loss  of  subscribing  bodies  and  Commonwealth 
Bureau  members,  but  this  was  insufficient  to  change  the  general  picture 
of  a  slow  but  steady  upwards  trend.  As  in  the  previous  year,  a  high 
proportion  of  new  members  was  under  30  and  recruiting  efforts  were 
especially  directed  towards  the  Universities. 

The  fall  in  local  society  membership  since  1952  was  also  checked. 

This  is  the  first  year  since  1946  in  which  neither  national  nor  local 
membership  has  fallen. 


Membership  Figures  at  30th  June 


1957 


1958       Change 


NATIONAL  INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS 

Full  Members   . . 
Associates 


New  Members 
Resignations,  etc. 

Net  gain 


2415 

2458 

+  43 

102 

104 

+  2 

2517 

2562 

+  45 

20s. 

30s. 

50s. 

60s.  Total 

99 

38 

23 

109    269 

86 

50 

14 

74    224 

13 

-12 

9 

35     45 

SUBSCRIBING   BODIES 


Labour  Parties,  Co-ops.,  Trade  Unions 
Libraries  and  miscellaneous  bodies   . . 


957 

1958 

Change 

51 

147 

-4 

97 

92 

-5 

BUREAUX    MEMBERS 

Commonwealth  Bureau 
International    Bureau    . 


254 
50 


245 
51 


-9 
+  1 


LOCAL   FABIAN   SOCIETIES 

Local   Societies  (total  at  30th  June). 
Membership  of  Local   Societies 
(April,  1957— March,  1958) 


86 

2573 


90 

2579 
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GENERAL 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Members  Elected:  John  Diamond  (Hon.  Treasurer,  unopposed)  and 
(in  order  of  ballot)  R.  H.  S.  Grossman,  Ritchie  Calder,  Anthony  Wedgwood 
Benn,  Margaret  Cole,  Arthur  Sketfington,  Austen  Albu,  C.  A.  R.  Crosland, 
H.  D.  Hughes,  Brian  Abel-Smith,  Eirene  White,  John  Parker,  Roy  Jenkins, 
Arthur  Blenkinsop,  Gerald  Gardiner.  Thomas  Balogh,  Mary  Stewart,  Denis 
Healey. 

Members  Co-opted:  Lord  Faringdon,  Peggy  Jay,  John  Murray,  George 
Thomson,  Philip  Thurman,  Peter  Townsend. 
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FFICERS 

For  the  sixth  successive  year  the  President  of  the  Society  was  G.  D.  H. 
Cole. 

Roy  Jenkins,  M.P.,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  Eirene  White,  M.P.,  Vice-Chairman.  John  Parker,  M.P.,  was  elected 
Honorary  Secretary.  John  Diamond  had  already  been  returned  as  Honorary 
Treasurer  in   the  annual   ballot. 

COMMITTEES 

Members  of  the  Committees  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
are  listed  in  Appendix  '  A.' 

DELEGATES 

Labour  Party  Conference :   W.  T.  Rodgers. 

London  Labour  Party  Conference:    Arthur  Skeffington,   M.P. 

London  Labour  Party  Executive  Committee:    Arthur  Skeffington,  M.P. 

STAFF 

There  were  ten  full-time  and  five  part-time  members  of  the  Staff  and 
there  were  no  major  changes  during  the  year. 

VOLUNTARY   ASSISTANCE 

The  Executive  Committee  would  like  to  thank  those  members  who 
gave  valuable  voluntary  assistance  during  the  year,  in  particular,  A.  E. 
Holman  for  regular  work  in  the  general  office,  and  Charles  Cannell  and 
Mrs.  Pease  for  regular  help  in  the  Commonwealth  Bureau.  Mary  Winchester 
continued  to  give  part-time  help  in  the  Commonwealth  Bureau  and  members 
of  the  Central  London    Fabian   Society   also  gave   assistance. 

ANNUAL    GENERAL    MEETING 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  was  held  at  Caxlon  Hall.  Westminster, 
on  Saturday,  30th   November,   1957.     The  Annual  Report  and  Statement 
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of  Accounts  were  accepted.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Pegg.  Robertson 
and  Co.  for  their  services  as  Honorary  Auditors  was  carried  unanimously 
and  they  were  asked  to  serve  again  for  1957-58. 

The   following    amendments   to    the  Rules,    moved    by    the   Executive 
Committee,  were  agreed: 

1.  Rule  14,  line  4:  Delete  '  Is.  per  year  per  member'  and  substitute 
'  2s.  per  year  per  member.' 

By-Law  4  (d).    Line  1  :  Delete  '  Is.  per  year  per  member  '  and  substitute 

'  2s.  per  year  per  member." 

By-Law  4  (/).  Line  3:  Delete  '  Is.  affiliation  fee  for  each  member' 
and  substitute  '  2s.  affiliation  fee  for  each  member.'  ^>^ 

2.  By-Laws   1   and  5:    Annul  and  re-number  the  By-Laws  accordinglyV      ' 
Rule  9:   Insert  after  the  second  sentence,  'No  person  may  be  elected  or 

co-opted  to  the  Executive  Committee  unless  he  or  she  is  a  full  member  of 
the  Society  eligible  for  individual  membership  of  the  Labour  Party.' 

A  New  Rule:  Insert  after  Rule  10.  'The  Annual  General  Meeting  shall 
be  held  on  the  last  Saturdav  in  November  or  on  the  nearest  convenient  date, 
the  dav,  place  and  time  to  be  announced  before  1st  August.  Members  may 
send  in' resolutions  at  any  time  before  15th  September  and  these  shall  be 
published  to  the  membership  in  October.  Members  may  send  in  amendments 
before  15th  October  and  the  resolutions,  amendments.  Agenda  and  Annual 
Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be  published  to  the  membership 
at  least  two  weeks  before  the  day  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting.'  and 
rc-numbcr  the  Rules  accordingly. 


REGIONAL  MEETING 

A  regional  members'  meeting,  to  discuss  the  work  of  the  Society  and 
to  hear  members'  comments  and  suggestions,  was  held  in  Newcastle  in 
February.  The  Chairman  and  General  Secretary  attended.  A  similar 
meeting  arranged  for  Edinburgh  was  postponed  until  after  the  end  of  the 
year  covered  by  this  Report. 

SUMMER   SCHOOLS,    1957  ^ 

There  were  again  two  weeks  of  Summer  Schools.  The  first,  at  The 
Rookery,  Oxford,  was  entitled  '  What  sort  of  Society?  '.  Lecturers  were 
H.  D.  Hughes,  Helen  Keynes,  Peggy  Jay,  Malcolm  Muggeridge,  Graeme 
Shankland,  John  Spencer,  Peter  Townsend  and  Sir  William  Williams, 
Arthur  Skeffington,   M.P.,  was  Director  and  Alison  Lough  was  Secretary. 

The  second  week  was  at  Lodge  Hill,  Pulborough.  The  subject  was 
'  Britain  and  the  World.'  Lecturers  were  Rosalind  Chambers,  Rita  Hinden, 
Brian  Holmes.  Colin  Jackson.  Roy  Jenkins.  M.P.,  Paul  Johnson,  Peter 
Shore  and  Kenneth  Younger,  M.P.  John  Parker,  M.P.,  directed  and  Zena 
Parker  was  Secretary. 

There  were  98  full-lime  students  (of  whom  three-quarters  were  members 
of  the  Society)  and  25  part-timers. 
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WEEK-END   SCHOOLS 

The  five  Week-end  Schools  were  attended  by  over  300  students.  The 
Autumn  Week-end  School  at  Wiston  House,  Steyning,  was  on  social  and 
economic  aid  to  under-developed  countries.  The  Director  was  Lionel  Elvin 
and  the  lecturers  were  Barbara  Castle,  M.P.,  Leon  Ma  Guerrero,  E.  F. 
Schumacher  and  Derrick  Sington. 

The  New  Year  School,  held  at  Beatrice  Webb  House,  Dorking,  was 
entitled  '  The  Future  of  Britain's  Cities.'  The  Director  was  H.  D.  Hughes, 
and  Arthur  Ling,  Percy  Marshall,  Graeme  Shankland  and  Wyndham 
Thomas  lectured. 

The  Easter  School  was  also  held  at  Beatrice  Webb  House.  The 
subject  was  '  Industry  in  a  Changing  Society  '  and  the  Director  was  Austen 
Albu,  M.P.  Lecturers  were  Thomas  Balogh,  W.  Carron,  John  Murray, 
R.  D.  V.  Roberts,  Alan  Sainsbury  and  Stephen  Schenk. 

The  Spring  School  was  held  at  Hillside  Guest  House,  near  Godalming. 
The  subject  was  '  Children  and  the  Law,'  with  Mary  Stewart  as  Director, 
Lecturers  were  D.  V.  Donnison,  Hilary  Halpin,  James  MacColl  and  C.  H. 
Rolph. 

The  Under-Thirties  School,  planned  for  the  end  of  June,  was  postponed 
till  July,  just  after  the  end  of  the  year  covered  by  this  Report.  The  subject 
was  '  Socialism  and  the  Post-War  Generation.'  The  Director  was  Roy 
Jenkins,  M.P.,  and  the  lecturers  were  Hugh  Gaitskell,  M.P.,  Lindsay 
Anderson,  Peter  Townsend,  Shirley  Williams  and  John  Braine. 


AUTUMN  LECTURES 

The  1957  series  of  four  Autumn  Lectures  was  entitled  '  Realities  of 
Foreign  Policy.'  The  lecturers  were  Sir  Hartley  Shawcross  on  '  The  United 
Nations  and  the  Rule  of  Law,'  Arthur  Gaitskell  on  '  Nationalism  and 
Economic  Development,'  Denis  Healey,  M.P.,  on  '  A  Neutral  Belt  in 
Europte,'  and  Hugh  Gaitskell,  M.P.,  on  '  Britain's  Role  in  World  Afl'airs.' 
The  series  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  London  Fabian  Society, 
and  the  average  attendance  was  225. 

Series  of  Autumn  Lectures  were  also  held  at  Cardiff,  Gloucester, 
Grimsby  and  Leeds  in  conjunction  with  local  societies  there.  Kenneth 
Robinson,  M.P.,  James  MacColl,  M.P.,  Peggy  Jay  and  Arthur  Blenkinsop, 
M.P.,  spoke  at  Cardiff  and  Gloucester,  and  Brian  Abel-Smith,  H.  D.  Hughes, 
Stark  Murray  and  Dingle  Foot,  M.P.,  at  Grimsby  and  Leeds.  The  average 
attendance  was  50  at  Grimsby,  45  at  Cardiff  and  Leeds  and  25  at  Gloucester. 


OTHER  EVENTS 

A  Tea  Meeting  at  the  Labour  Party  Conferience  at  Brighton  was 
addressed  by  R.  H.  S.  C'rossman,  M.P.     About   150  people  attended. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting  a  reception  was  held, 
by  courtesy  of  Lord  Faringdon,  at  his  house  in  Brompton  Square.  About 
80  members  were  present. 
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BOOKSHOP 

The  bookshop  is  both  the  principal  selling-point  for  Fabian  publica- 
tions and  a  shop  trading  commercially  in  books  and  pamphlets  in  the 
ordinary  way.  As  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  Fabian  publications 
again  sold  well.  Sales  of  general  literature  were  a  little  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year,  owing  mainly  to  the  absence  of  outstanding  best-sellers  but 
also  to  prices,  which  continue  to  rise.  On  average,  books  on  politics  and 
kindred  subjects  cost  twice  as  much  today  as  ten  years  ago. 

A  Penguin,  Britain's  Economic  Policy  by  Andrew  Schonfield,  led  sales, 
and  there  was  a  significant  demand  for  British  Transport  Policy  by  J.  R. 
Sargent,  a  book  originally  prepared  as  a  report  to  the  Society.  Amongst 
pamphlets,  the  sales  of  the  Labour  Party  policy  statements,  Learning  to  Live^^ 
and  Plan  for  Progress  ran  into  hundreds.  There  were  also  good  sales  for\ 
The  Insiders  and  for  pamphlets  published  respectively  by  Victory  for 
Socialism  and  Socialist  Union.  The  variety  of  publications  available  from 
the  shop  is  illustrated  by  The  Future  of  Oil,  published  by  the  U.D.C., 
Loneliness,  a  report  by  the  National  Council  of  Social  Services,  and  the 
Co-operative  Independent  Commission  Report,  published  by  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union.  None  of  these  was  readily  available  elsewhere.  The  obliga- 
tion to  keep  a  wide  range  of  pamphlets  and  periodicals  of  interest  to 
socialists,  even  when  they  represented  an  unprofitable  line,  was  acknow- 
ledged. Universities  and  Left  Review,  the  Political  Quarterly,  Socialist 
Commentary  and  Encounter  were  amongst  periodicals  on  sale. 

About  half  the  business  of  the  shop  continued  to  be  by  mail  order 
and,  as  usual,  particular  attention  was  given  to  providing  a  personal  service 
to  customers  and  to  advising  visitors  from  overseas.  In  the  season,  Christmas 
cards  were  sold.  An  exhibition  of  books  was  arranged  on  the  100th 
anniversay  of  the  birth  of  Beatrice  Webb. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Seventeen  pamphlets  were  published,  two  more  than  in   the  previous 
year.    Twenty-three  thousand  copies  were  sent  free  to  members  and  seven- 
teen thousand  were  sold.     In  all,  including  Fabian  News,  Fabian  Journal 
and    Venture,    almost    a    hundred    thousand    copies    of    publications    were  /^ 
distributed.  ^-*' 

Pamphlets  were  reviewed  in  sixty  newspapers  and  periodicals,  including 
the  specialist  press  and  most  of  the  national  dailies.  They  continued  to 
reach  an  influential  readership.  During  the  year  the  Executive  Committee 
discussed  ways  in  which  better  publicity  through  broadcasting  and  television 
might  be  secured. 

Apart  from  pamphlets  mentioned  elsewhere  as  being  the  responsibility 
of  the  Home  Research,  International  Bureau  or  Commonwealth  Bureau 
committees,  there  were  published  (\ipitalism  in  the  Modern  World  by 
G.  D.  H.  Cole.  Post-War  Econonuc  Policies  in  Britain  by  Harold  Wilson 
and  Land  Nationalisation:  For  and  Against  by  John  Mackie  and  Harry 
Walston. 
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Fabian  Mews  continued  monthly  and  contained  news  items  about 
members,  hook  reviews,  reports  of  meetings  and  schools,  announcements  of 
activities,  correspondence  and  short  articles.  The  membership  seemed  to 
find  it  a  useful  means  of  contact  with  the  Society. 

Fabian  Journal  was  published,  as  usual,  three  times  during  the  year. 
Fabian  Journal  22  contained  articles  on  an  International  Civil  Service  by 
Lionel  Elvin,  the  right  to  work  in  old  age  (based  in  part  on  a  local  societies 
enquiry)  by  Peter  Townsend,  the  European  Economic  Community  by  Shirley 
Williams  and  '  National  Superannuation,'  the  Labour  Party  policy  state- 
ment; Margaret  Cole  wrote  the  Newsletter.  Fabian  Journal  23,  contained 
articles  on  secondary  education  (a  report  of  a  local  societies  enquiry)  by 
Peggy  Crane,  the  State  and  the  arts  by  Barnett  Stross,  M.P.,  the  nationalisa- 
ion  of  iron  and  steel  by  David  Eversley  and  Army  reform:  Roy  Jenkins, 
M.P.,  wrote  the  Newsletter.  Fabian  Journal  24  contained  articles  on  the 
Bank  of  England  and  the  Parker  Tribunal  by  Hugh  Dalton,  M.P.,  the 
public  schools  by  H.  D.  Hughes,  disarmament  and  disengagement  by  Alastair 
Buchan  and  local  authority  co-options  (a  report  of  a  local  societies  enquiry) 
by  Mary  Stewart:    Margaret  Cole  wrote  the  Newsletter. 

Research  Series 

During  the  year  the  following  were  published : 

189.  Wage  Policy  Abroad.     H.  A.  Turner. 

190.  Reforming  the  Tax  System. 

191.  The  Future  of  Legal  Aid.     Peter  Benenson. 

192.  Plan  for  Rented  Houses.     James   MacColl,  M.P. 

193.  Trade  Unions  and  the  Individual.     Cyril  Grunfeld. 

194.  Speed-Up  Law  Reform.     Robert  S.  W.  Pollard. 

195.  Aid  for  Development.     David  Blelloch. 

196.  The  Child  and  the  Social  Services.     D.  V.  Donnison  and  Mary 

Stewart. 

197.  No  Cheer  for  Central  Africa.     Rita  Hinden. 

198.  Plan  for  Steel  Re-nationalisation.     John  Hughes. 

199.  Efficiency  and  the  Consumer.     C.  D.  Harbury. 

Tracts 

308.  Commonwealth  Future.    Lord  Listowel. 

309.  Post-War  Economic  Policies  in  Britain.     Harold  Wilson,  M.P. 

310.  Capitalism  in  the  Modern  World.     G.  D.  H.  Cole. 

311.  A  Neutral  Belt  in  Europe?     Denis  Healey,  M.P. 

312.  Land    Nationalisation — For    and    Against.      John    Mackie    and 

Harry  Walston. 

313.  Dwell  Together  in  Unity.    John  Hatch. 

Others 

Fabian  Journal.    Three  issues. 
Fabian  News.    Eleven  issues. 
Venture.     Eleven  issues, 
74th  Annual  Report, 
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HOME  RESEARCH  DEPARTMENT 

Chairnian:    H.  D.  Hughes  Secretary:   W.  T.  Rodgers 

The  work  of  the  department  was  maintained  roughly  at  the  level  of 
the  previous  year  and  nine  pamphlets  resulted. 

Three  of  these,  an  unusually  high  proportion,  were  on  legal  problems. 
The  first.  The  Future  of  Legal  Aid,  by  Peter  Benenson.  made  proposals  for 
the  extension  of  legal  aid  and  the  introduction  of  legal  advice.  The  Govern- 
ment has  since  announced  its  intention  of  acting  upon  what  the  author 
named  as  '  the  first  and  most  important  of  these.'  Speed-Up  Law  Reform, 
by  Robert  S.  W.  Pollard,  recommended  governmental  and  Parliamentary ^^^ 
machinery  for  the  continuous  review  and  overhaul  of  many  aspects  of  thef^ 
law.  Finally,  problems  of  the  legal  relationship  of  trade  unions  and  their 
members  and  the  authority  of  the  courts  were  dealt  with  in  Trade  Unions 
and  the  Individual,   by  Cyril   Grunfeld. 

Lessons  for  trade  unions  and  government  were  the  theme  of  Wage 
Policy  Abroad  by  H.  A.  Turner,  an  examination  of  overseas  experience  of 
wage-fixing.  Plan  for  Steel  Re-Nationalisation,  by  John  Hughes,  was  another 
pamphlet  in  the  series  on  the  reorganisation  of  separate  industries.  It 
analysed  the  post-war  record  in  steel,  what  happened  when  it  was  national- 
ised last  time,  and  made  proposals  for  the  future. 

An  addition  to  the  literature  on  housing  policy  was  Plan  for  Rented 
Houses  by  James  MacColl,  a  detailed  study  of  how  local  authorities  could 
take  over  rented  accommodation.  The  Child  and  the  Social  Services,  by 
D.  V.  Donnison  and  Mary  Stewart,  was  based  on  evidence  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  Society  to  the  Ingleby  Committee  on  children  and  younger 
persons.  It  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  family  service  and  changes 
in  juvenile  court  procedure. 

Reforming  the  Tax  System  was  a  shortened  version  of  the  Minority 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Taxation  of  Income  and  Profits. 

In  Efficiency  and  the  Consumer  by  C.   D.  Harbury,  existing  means 
of  protecting   and   informing  the  consumer  were   reviewed  and   proposals 
made  for  rationalising  them,  possibly  through  the  appointment  of  a  con-  ^ 
sultative  Minister  of  Consumer  Welfare.  V^ 

It  is  possible  to  detect  a  changing  emphasis  in  the  work  initiated  by 
the  department  during  the  year.  No  steps  were  taken,  for  example,  for 
further  studies  on  either  pensions  policy  or  housing,  two  subjects  on  which 
the  Society  has  contributed  notably  in  recent  years;  and  there  was  a  tendency 
to  plan  less  on  broad  economic  and  industrial  questions.  This  was  partly 
due  to  a  sense  that  the  phase  of  policy-making  following  the  defeat  of  the 
Labour  Government  in  1951  was  drawing  to  a  close.  A  concern  for 
amenities  was  reflected  in  studies  begun  on  the  countryside  and  on  the 
theatre  and  in  plans  for  discussions  on  the  future  of  broadcasting  and 
television.  On  health  services,  neglected  in  the  Society's  publications  since 
wartime,  a  pamphlet  on  mental  health  was  in  draft  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
another  on  the   role  of  the  doctor   was  well   advanced   and   others  were 
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projected.  The  first  draft  on  prison  reform  for  almost  fifty  years  was 
prepared.  New  work  was  initiated  in  the  fields  of  education:  at  the  end 
of  the  year  studies  were  going  forward  on  educational  administration, 
facilities  for  the  15-18  age  group,  further  education,  and  the  Universities, 
the  latter  to  be  based  on  replies  to  a  memorandum  which  had  been  circulated 
to  a  number  of  Fabians  engaged  in  university  teaching.  Pamphlets  were 
also  in  hand  on  advertising,  roads  policy,  fuel  policy,  hire-purchase,  machine 
tools  and  the  motor  industry,  amongst  others. 

Two  private  conferences  were  held  on  education  and  training  policy 
in  industry,  from  which  a  pamphlet  is  expected  to  result.  There  was  also 
a  conference  on  transport  policy  as  a  preliminary  to  a  pamphlet  and  a 
--^further  conference  in  the  series  designed  to  bring  together  people  from 
)Parliament,  trade  unions,  the  Universities  and  nationalised  industries  to 
discuss  informally  problems  of  policy  and  administration  within  nationalised 
industries. 

Close  touch  was  maintained  with  the  Local  Societies  Department  to 
ensure  co-ordination  in  research  and  enquiries  undertaken  by  it. 

Requests  for  advice  and  information  from  members  were  received  and 
dealt  with. 


tn 
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COMMONWEALTH  BUREAU 

Chairman:    Lord  Faringdon  Secretary:   Hilda  Selwyn-CIarke 

The  change  of  name  from  Colonial  to  Commonwealth  Bureau  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  Bureau  may  claim  to  have  played  a  significant  part 
in  the  18  years  of  its  existence  in  bringing  about  the  circumstances  and 
climate  of  opinion  in  which  this  change  was  required.  The  scope  of  its 
work  has  not,  however,  been  extended  to  cover  the  whole  Commonwealth. 
It  will  continue  to  be  mainly  concerned  with  dependent  and  newly  indepen- 
dent territories. 

As  an  outcome  of  the  private  conference  on  East  and  Central  Africa 
referred  to  in  last  year's  report,  a  pamphlet,  No  Cheer  for  Central  Africa' 
by  Rita  Hinden,  was  published.  This  was  a  comprehensive  study  of  thi 
history  of  the  Federal  idea  and  an  examination  of  the  failure  to  implement 
the  principle  of  '  partnership  '  since  Federation.  A  pamphlet.  Dwell  Together 
in  Unity,  by  John  Hatch,  was  published  on  the  occasion  of  West  Indian 
Federation.  It  was  mainly  descriptive  of  conditions  and  personalities,  and 
was  designed  primarily  for  sale  in  the  West  Indies. 

Eleven  issues  of  Venture  were  published.  Special  attention  was  devoted 
to  information  and  comment  on  Central  Africa,  as  developments  in  the 
three  territories  constituted  the  major  colonial  problem  over  the  period. 

Long-term  research  was  confined  in  the  main  to  a  project  which  began 
in  the  autumn  of  1957,  which  aims  at  a  detailed  survey  of  progress  made 
in  co-operative  organisation  in  the  dependent  and  emergent  territories  since 
the  war.  It  is  hoped  eventually  to  publish  a  re-assessment  of  co-operative 
policy  and  practice  comparable  to  Co-operation  in  the  Colonies  which, 
published  in  1945,  formed  the  basis  of  official  policy  in  this  field  when 
Labour  was  in  power.  The  first  stage,  involving  a  series  of  detailed  terri- 
torial studies  and  an  overall  summary  on  co-operative  marketing  and 
agricultural  credit,  was  nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  June.  The  project 
has  the  support  of  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Co-operative  Party. 
Close  and  fruitful  contacts  with  a  number  of  overseas  co-operative  depart- 
ments have  been  established. 

Final  revisions  to   the  manuscript  of  Fabian  Colonial  Essays,  edited  y^ 
by  Arthur  Creech   Jones,  were  made  and  publication   is  anticipated  early 
in  1959. 

Members  of  Parliament  were  briefed  for  debates  on  a  number  of 
subjects,  of  which  the  most  important  were  franchise  and  electoral  changes 
in  Central  Africa,  the  Kenya  constitution,  racial  discrimination  in  Northern 
Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland,  and  the  constitutional  and  social  position  in  the 
Bahamas;  pressure,  in  matters  of  detail,  was  maintained  through  Parlia- 
mentary QLiestions. 

Private  meetings  for  members  were  arranged  whenever  possible.  Meet- 
ings were  addressed  by  James  Johnson,  M.P.,  on  Central  Africa:  Mr.  Nether- 
sole,  the  Finance  Minister  of  Jamaica,  on  economic  development  there; 
Driun    Staplelon    on    Ibadan    University.   Nigeria:  James   Callaghan.   M.P.; 
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on  Central  African  Federation:  Arlluir  Skeffington,  M.P.,  on  Tanganyika: 
John  Hatch  on  the  West  Indies  and  the  Federal  Labour  Party;  Lord 
Faringdon  on  Ghana;  Austen  Albu,  M.P.,  on  Somahland  and  Aden; 
Hilary  Marquand,  M.P..  on  Kenya;  Colin  Jackson  on  Cyprus;  and  Mr. 
Elwyn  Price,  formerly  Registrar  of  Co-operatives,  Western  Nigeria,  on  the 
Co-operative   Movement   in   that  territory. 

A  successful  week-end  school  on  Economic  Aid,  in  October,  directed 
by  Lionel  Elvin,  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

There  was  useful  collaboration  with  the  Commonwealth  Department 
of  the  Labour  Party  during  the  year.  The  Bureau's  Assistant  Secretary 
served  on  the  working  party  which  prepared  the  Labour  Party  policy 
pamphlet,  Economic  Aid,  and  the  graphs  and  statistical  appendices  in  that 
iocument  were  prepared  by  the  Bureau. 

The  Bureau  improved  its  relations  with  the  leaders  of  the  Labour  and 
nationalist  movements  overseas,  and  continuous  contact  by  correspondence 
was  maintained.  Assistance  in  drafting  memoranda  and  establishing 
contacts  in  this  country  was  provided  for  visitors  from  overseas. 

Details  of  membership  appear  elsewhere.  There  were  229  regular 
subscribers  (non-members)   to   Venture. 
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INTERNATIONAL  BUREAU 

Chairman  :  Denis  Heaiey  Secretary  :   R.  L.  Leonard 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  was  maintained  at  roughly  the  level  of  th\ 
two  previous  years.     Three  pamphlets  were  published. 

Commonwealth  Future  by  Lord  Listowel,  published  at  the  time  of  the 
Commonwealth  Prime  Ministers"  conference  in  London,  contained  an 
analysis  of  the  forces  binding  the  Commonwealth  together  and  discussed 
its  future  role  in  world  affairs. 

A  Neutral  Belt  in  Europe?  by  Denis  Heaiey  was  a  contribution  to  the 
developing  debate  on  European  disengagement.  It  was  more  widely  reviewed 
and  sold  more  copies  than  any  International  Bureau  pamphlet  for  some 
years. 

Aid  for  Development  by  David  Blelloch,  a  critical  study  of  economic 
and  social  aid  to  under-developed  countries,  led  to  considerable  controversy 
in  United  Nations  Technical  Assistance  circles. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  pamphlets  on  Chinese  economic  policy  and 
Britain's  economic  association  with  Europe  were  about  to  be  published. 
Work  was  also  well  advanced  on  the  control  of  waterways  and  on  Poland. 
A  number  of  other  studies  were  also  being  prepared.  But,  despite  con- 
siderable efforts  to  increase  the  number  of  publications,  it  remained  difficult 
to  find  suitably  qualified  authors. 

The  Autumn  Lectures,  details  of  which  appear  elsewhere,  were  on/' 
foreign  policy,  and  Denis  Healey's  pamphlet  was  largely  based  on  his  lecture^- 
in  this  series.  Private  members'  meetings  were  held  at  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  which  Arthur  Palmer,  John  Parker  and  Sydney  Silverman 
spoke  on  Italy,  Kenneth  Younger  on  Jordan  and  Colin  Jackson  on  Cyprus. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  'being  made  for  a  series  of  inter- 
national discussion  meetings  with  a  panel  of  speakers  from  foreign  embassies. 

In  March,  a  private  conference  of  experts  was  held,  at  which  a  useful 
exchange  of  views  took  place  on  the  future  of  the  Sterling  Area.  Papers 
were  read  by  Alan  Day  and  Robert  Neild.  and  Roy  Jenkins  took  the  chair. 

A  number  of  overseas  visitors  were  welcomed  during  the  year.  Routine 
work  included  that  of  finding  people  in  a  position  to  contribute  construc- 
tively to  the  research,  publications  and  activities  of  the  Bureau, 
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LOCAL  SOCIETIES 

Chdinudi} :    Arthur  Skeffington  Secretary  :    Dorothy  Fox 

The  financial  year  of  local  societies  runs  from  ist  April  to  31st  March. 
Comparative  membership  figures  (affiliation  fees  fully  paid)  for  the  last 
three  years  are : 

1st  April,  1955— 31st  March,  1956     ..     2,681   (86  Societies) 

1st  April,  1956— 31st  March,  1957     ..     2,573  (84  Societies) 

1st  April,  1957— 31st  March,  1958     ..     2,579  (84  Societies) 

In  the  period  six  societies  ceased  to  hold  meetings:  Bootle  (merged  with 
Liverpool),  Doncaster,  Folkestone,  Loughborough,  Wakefield  and  Woking. 
Several  others  were  in  an  uncertain  position,  either  having  failed  to  pay 
affiliation  fees  or  being  temporarily  inactive.  Eight  societies  were  recog- 
nised: Bromley  and  Beckenham  (re-formed),  Huddersfield,  Isle  of  Man, 
North   Staffs,  West   Middlesex,  Worcester,  Watford  and   Barnsley. 

Between  1st  April,  1958,  and  30th  June,  societies  were  recognised  in 
Hastings  and  District,  Peterlee,  East  London  and  East  Monmouthshire. 

The  annual  House  of  Commons  tea  party  was  held  in  July,  when  Arthur 
Skeffington  was  host.  At  the  Local  Societies  tea  at  the  Labour  Party 
Brighton  conference,  Harold  Wilson  was  the  speaker,  and  he  also  spoke  at 
a  tea  reception  after  the  annual  conference  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Council 
of  Labour.  As  in  previous  years,  the  Local  Societies  Committee  arranged 
a  tea  meeting  to  follow  the  Southern  Regional  Conference  of  the  Labour 
Party.     Hugh  Gaitskell  was  the  speaker. 

Autumn  lecture  series  at  Gloucester,  Cardiff,  Grimsby  and  Leeds  are 
mentioned  elsewhere.  The  initiative  of  the  Society  in  planning  provincial 
lecture  series  since  1953  has  been  appreciated  locally  and  led  to  several 
societies  undertaking  series  of  their  own. 

There  was  the  usual  morning  meeting  for  local  society  members  on 
the  day  of  the  Annual  General  Meeting,  when  Peter  Townsend  spoke  of 
some  of  the  problems  facing  old  people  on  retirement. 

The  major  event  was  the  conference  at  St.  Antony's  College,  Oxford. 
This  was  arranged  primarily  for  members  of  local  societies  taking  part  in 
local  research.  The  speakers  were  Arthur  Skeffington,  Eirene  White.  Mary 
Stewart,  James  MacColI  and  W.  T.  Rodgers.  The  40  members  attending 
the  conference  included  representatives  from  Bexley,  Bolton,  Cardiff, 
Croydon,  Dundee,  Edinburgh,  Grimsby,  Gloucester,  Meopham,  Oxford, 
Peterlee,  Stafford,  Walthamstow,  and  of  the  Scottish  and  South  West 
Regions. 

Regional  Committees  continued  to  do  useful  work.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Local  Societies  Committee  attended  the  Annual  Week-end  School  of 
the  Scottish  Societies.  The  Northern  Region  held  day  schools,  and  meetings 
were  arranged  by  the  North  West  Region  and  the  South  West  Region.    A 
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new  beginning  was  also  made  in  London,  where,  in  addition  to  providing 
liaison  between  societies,  a  committee  will  try  to  increase  publicity  and 
support  for  the  Society's  national  functions  and  publications. 

Research 

Research  continued  to  give  local  society  members  the  opportunity  of 
doing  useful  work,  both  for  the  Society  nationally  and  for  the  Labour 
movement  locally.  Replies  to  a  Museums  questionnaire  were  used  by 
Margaret  Cole  as  the  basis  of  articles  published  in  the  Manchester  Guardian. 
The  July,  1957,  Fabian  Journal  carried  an  article  by  Peter  Townsend,  based 
on  replies  to  a  local  societies  questionnaire  on  '  The  Right  to  Work  in  Old 
Age,'  which  was  itself  the  subject  of  a  leader  in  the  Manchester  Guardian.  ^ 
The  questionnaire  on  reorganising  secondary  education  was  the  basis  of  an  ^ 
article  by  Peggy  Crane  in  the  November,  1957,  Fabian  Journal.  This  report 
was  the  subject  of  a  leader  in  The  Times  Educational  Supplement.  An 
article  on  'Co-options  to  Local  Authority  Committees'  by  Mary  Stewart, 
analysing  replies  to  her  questionnaire,  appeared  in  the  March,  1958,  Fabian 
Journal.  Other  questionnaires  were  distributed  on  old  people's  welfare 
services  and  the  education  of  backward  children. 

As  in  previous  years,  not  far  short  of  a  thousand  meetings  were  held 
under  the  auspices  of  local  societies.  The  Society's  Honorary  Officers, 
members  of  the  Executive  and  Local  Societies  Committees,  the  General 
Secretary  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Local  Societies  Committee  visited  many 
societies,  and  a  better  contact  was  preserved  than  for  some  years.  The 
Oxford  conferences  in  particular  improved  liaison.  It  was  clear  that  a 
loyal  and  interested  nucleus  of  local  Fabians  existed,  keenly  concerned  with 
the  work  and  development  of  the  Society,  and  that  societies  met  a  real 
need  for  political  discussion  and  serious  enquiry.  Co-operation  with  the 
Labour  Party  remained  good  at  all  levels. 
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OBITUARY 

Always,  year  by  year,  the  obituary  columns  of  The  Times  and  other 
papers  contain  the  names  of  distinguished  Fabians,  old  and  much  less  old, 
bearing  witness  to  the  strength  of  the  Society's  membership.  This  year 
was  perhaps  an  especially  sad  one  for  us. 

The  Society  has  lost: 

Henry  Noel  Brailsford,  who  died  in  March  after  a  long  illness, 
during  which,  nevertheless,  he  worked  steadily  away  at  his  history  of  the 
Levellers,  which  we  hope  someone  will  be  found  competent  to  finish,  and 
was  always  delighted,  when  well  enough,  to  welcome  socialist  visitors.  All 
journals  have  paid  their  tribute  to  one  of  the  bravest  fighters  for  freedom 
in  any  generation;  no  more  is  needed  here:  Wilfred  Fienburgh,  m.p., 
who  was  killed  in  a  car  crash  with  his  life  all  before  him :  Margery  Fry, 
educationist,  prison  reformer,  and  friend  of  innumerable  good  causes.  One 
of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  a  famous  family,  Margery  Fry's 
humanity  and  vitality  were  so  great  that  when  she  died  at  84,  friends  and 
colleagues  mourned  her  as  though  she  were  thirty  years  younger:  R.  J.  P. 
MoRTiSHED,  Assistant  Secretary  for  a  long  time  of  the  Irish  Trades  Union 
Congress,  and  thereafter  in  the  I.L.O.  and  the  Labour  Court  of  Ireland. 
Many  who  worked  in  the  Society  and  the  N.F.R.B.  between  the  wars  will 
remember  Mortished  as  a  friend  and  comrade:  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan, 
last  surviving  member  of  the  first  Labour  Government,  in  which  he  was 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education;  a  Liberal  who  joined  Labour  in  1918 
and  became  a  passionate  socialist  and  pacifist:  Sir  John  Walton,  civil 
servant,  serving  in  the  India  Office  from  1909,  Deputy  Under-Secretary  for 
Burma  from  1942  to  1946,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Society  from 
1908:  and  Alan  Wood,  the  biographer  of  Bertrand  Russell,  who,  like 
others,  died  too  soon. 

The  Commonwealth  Bureau  has  lost: 

Joyce  Cary,  one  of  the  most  original  writers  of  the  past  thirty  years, 
who  though  crippled,  never  lost  his  enthusiasm.  His  African  books,  and 
the  sagas  he  wrote  on  political  and  social  life  are  well  known;  and  in 
Charley  is  My  Darling  he  produced  one  of  the  most  poignant  studies  of 
wartime  evacuated  children,  which  cries  out  for  reprinting:  and  R.  W. 
Williams,  m.p.,  whose  tragic  early  death  robbed  the  Labour  Party  of  one 
of  its  best  members. 

Olher  members  we  have  lost  include  W.  J.  Brogdfn,  an  Oxford  under- 
graduate of  great  character  and  promise:  Florence  Caruth,  the  devoted 
Labour  party  women's  organiser  in  the  South-West;  and  Dr.  I.  Harris. 
a  former  Mayor  of  Bootle,  chairman  of  a  local  society  and  a  regular  visitor 
to  summer  schools. 
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HONORARY  TREASURER'S  REPORT 

Our  largest  item  of  expenditure  is,  of  course,  salaries.  Not  only  does 
it  habitually  amount  to  more  than  half  our  total  expenditure  but,  as  the 
Revenue  Account  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1958,  shows,  it  accounted 
in  the  main  for  the  year's  increase  in  total  expenditure  of  some  £400.  (The 
increase  in  postage  rates  sent  our  postage  bill  up  by  some  £135  and  the 
increase  in  salaries  was  about  £250.)  In  fact,  there  has  since  been  a  further 
increase  in  rates  of  pay  amounting  to  roughly  £500  a  year.  Yet  salary 
levels  in  the  Society  are  still  below  those  even  in  institutions  where  it  is 
similarly  conceded  that  salary  is  by  no  means  the  only  incentive  to  good 
work. 

1  am  more  than  grateful  to  Bill  Rodgers  and  to  each  and  every  member  / 
of  our  staff,  for  they  work  well  and  hard.  It  is  fashionable,  though  not 
very  easy  in  the  case  of  the  Fabian  Society,  to  produce  an  index  of  com- 
parative productivity.  Nevertheless,  as  a  general  indication  it  is  worth 
noting  that  whereas  ten  years  ago  we  published  fourteen  pamphlets  with  a 
staff  of  24  full-time  and  three  part-time  members,  in  1957-58,  with  roughly 
half  that  number  (10  full-time  and  5  part-time)  we  managed  to  publish 
seventeen.  In  short,  assuming,  as  I  have  no  doubt  was  the  case,  that  the 
position  was  satisfactory  ten  years  ago,  it  is  doubly  so  now. 

It  is  also  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  we  once  more  have  a  rising 
individual  membership  and  that  we  continue  to  enjoy  the  support  of  the 
Passtield  Trust,  Sara  Hall  Charity,  and  the  following  trade  unions: 
T.  &G.W.U.,  N.U.M.  (through  its  districts),  N.U.G.M.W..  A.E.U.,  U.P.W., 
N.U.P.  &P.W.,  T.S.S.A.,  N.U.P.E.,  U.S.D.A.W.,  the  National  Federation 
of  Building  Trade  Operatives,  the  Confederation  of  Health  Services 
Employees,  the  Amalgamated  Weavers  Association,  the  United  Society  of 
Boilermakers,  the  Sheet  Metal  Workers  Society,  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Opera- 
tives, the  Musicians  Union  and  the  Agricultural  Workers.  The  fact  that 
we  have  received  financial  help  from  the  Labour  Party,  the  T.U.C.  and 
Co-operative  bodies,  shows  that  it  is  fully  recognised  that  we  are  of  value 
to  the  whole  movement. 

As  a  result  of  all  this  help,  for  which  I  am  deeply  grateful,  we  were     ^ 
very  nearly  able  to  make  ends  meet  and  had  roughly  £9,500  in  subscriptions 
and   donations   to  divide   1:  '    '  -x^.  -■ 

figures  is  how  we  did  it: 
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As  a  Chartered  Accountant  I  know  only  too  well  what  a  nuisance 
honorary  audits  can  be.  As  the  Honorary  Treasurer  I  also  know  with 
what  helpfulness  and  courtesy  our  Honorary  Auditors,  Messrs.  Pegg, 
Robertson  &  Co.,  carry  out  their  duties,  it  is  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
therefore,  that  1  once  more  acknowledge  our  deep  indebtedness  to  them. 

JOHN    DIAMOND. 


^ 
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IS 


FABIAN   SOriFTY 
BAIANCE  SHEET  AS 


LIABILITII-S 


J957 


Jjundry   Funds — 

1()0() 

Hdwards    Bequest   Fund 

1000 

0     0 

12 

Scholarship     Fund             ...         

12 

9     0 

9 

Women's   Group    Fund 

9 

8   10 

81 

L.S.C.    Development    Fund        

73 

8     5 

95 

Pease    Fund            

90 

0     0 

ns.s    6    3 

1197 

Sundry  Creditors            

2747 

2943   13     3 

2938 

Bank    Overdraft             

3305     1    10 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Fabian  Society  for  the  year  ended  30th  June, 
we  have  required.  We  certify  that  the  Balance  Sheet  above  set  forth  is  properly  drawn  up  so 
of  our  information   and   the  explanations  given  to   us   and  as  shown  by  the   Society's  books. 

18«/i   September,    1958 

12,  Coleman  Street, 

London,  E.C.2. 


£6882 


£7434     1     4 


REVENUE  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE 


EXPENDITURE 

1956-57 

Administration    Expenses — 

5682  Salaries  and  Allowances 

194  State    Insurance      

240  Pensions        

93  Travel    and    Entertainment  

637  General  Office  Expenses 

43  Research   Grants   and  Subscriptions   Payable 

494  General    Stationery  

152  Telephone 

688  Postage         

8223 


486 
186 


672 


1472 


162 
80 


242 


Establishment  Charges — 

Rate,    Lighting,    Heating,   etc. 
Maintenance   and    Repairs 


Publications:    Free  Issues 
Other  Expenses — 

Interest  on  Overdraft 

Affiliation  Fees 


104     Balance,   being    Surplus   for  the    Year 


£10713 


..     5935 

10 

6 

..       208 

4 

1 

240 

0 

0 

133 

2 

8 

533 

19 

2 

60 

6 

1 

474 

15 

10 

173 

9 

1 

823 

11 

6 

8582   18 

11 

470 

17 

9 

200 

6 

4 

671     4 
1471     3 

6 

187 

12 

S 

Ill 

17 

4 

299     9 

9 

£11024   16 

3 

75th  annual  report 
AT  30th  JUNE,  1958 


,19 


ASSETS 

1957 

Fixed   Assets — 
—             Freehold  Property,   Bernard   Shaw  Gift   Fund   (not   valued) 
329             Furniture 
85  Library  


414 


Current   Assets — 
1474  Stocks 

1536  Debtors 

54  Cash 


3064 


^- 


Accumulated    Deficit — 
3509  Balance    at    1st   July,    1957 

105  Add   Deficiency    for  the   Year 


328   18     4 
85     0     0 


2038     5   11 

1427     0     1 

79     5     6 


3404     6   10 
71     4     8 


3404 


413   18     4 


3544   11     6 


3475   11     6 


£6882 


£7434     1     4 


1958,   with    the  books   and    vouchers.     We   have    obtained    all    the   information    and  explanations 
as   to   exhibit  a   true   and  correct  view   of  the  state  of  the   Society's   affairs  according   to  the   best 

PEGG,   ROBLRTSON   &  CO  , 

Chwteied  Accountants. 


YEAR  ENDING  30th  JUNE,  1958 


INCOME 


1 


1956-57 

4192     Subscriptions 
Donations- — 
2570             General    and    Special 
2500             D.S.T.            ...    "     ... 
28  L.S.C 

5098 

Other  Ijicome — 
137  Royalties    Received 

20  Advertising 

600  Bookshop  .  . 

266  Functions 

400  Rents    Receivable    ... 


1423 


2665     1     9 

2500     0     0 

20   17     6 


97     8     3 

317    0 

685     8   11 

285   16     I 

400     0     0 


£        s.     d. 
4267  12     I 


5185   19     3 


Balance,   being   Deficiency  fur  the   Year 


1500    0     3 


71     4 


l:  107 13 


£11024   16     3 
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APPENDIX    A 

MEMBERS    OF    MAIN    COMMITTEES 

(as  at  30th  June,  1958) 


Finance  and  General  Purposes  Comniittec 

Brian  Abel-Smith,  Arthur  Blcnkinsop,  Margaret  Cole.  Lord  Faringdon,  Denis 
Healey,  H.  D.  Hughes,  Arthur  Skellington,  Mary  Stewart,  Philip  Thurman. 


Home  Research  Committee 

H.    D.    Hughes.   Brian    Abel-Smith,    Austen    Albu,    T.    Balogh,    Denis   Bell,^-^ 
Arthur  Blenkinsop,  Margaret  Cole.  C.  A.  R.  Crosland,  D.  V.  Donnison,  R.  Wf 
Evely,  David  Ginsburg,  Anne  Jackson,   Peggy  Jay,  James  MacColl,  L.  Murray, 
R.   D.   V.  Roberts,  J.   R.  Sargent,  John  Smith,   Mary   Stewart,   Peter  Townsend, 
Harold  Wilson. 


Commonwealth  Bureau  Advisory  Committee 

Lord  Faringdon,  R.  W.  Sorensen,  T.  Balogh,  T.  Bedford,  Ritchie  Calder, 
James  Callaghan,  F.  W.  Dalley,  John  Dugdale,  Lionel  Elvin,  C.  W.  W.  Greenidge, 
James  Griffiths,  John  Hatch,  Rita  Hinden,  John  Hynd,  Colin  Jackson,  Carol 
Johnson,  James  Johnson,  A.  Creech  Jones,  D.  T.  Jones,  Lord  Lucan,  Hilary 
Marquand,  B.  NichoUs,  Marjorie  Nicholson,  John  Rankin,  F.  W.  Skinnard, 
W.  P.  Watkins,  A.  Wedgwood  Benn. 


Commonwealth  Bureau  Working  Committee 

Arthur  Creech  Jones,  T.  Balogh,  Lord  Faringdon,  John  Hatch,  Rita  Hinden, 
Carol  Johnson,  R.  W.  Sorensen. 


International  Bureau  Committee 

Denis  Healey,  Colin  Jackson,  R.  Lowenthal,  T.  E.  M.  McKitterick.  Derrick 
Sington,  H.  Seton-Watson,  Michael  Stewart,  Hugh  Thomas,  George  Thomson, 
A.  Wedgwood  Benn,  Eric  Wolff,  Kenneth  Younger. 


Local  Societies  Committee 

Arthur  Skeffington,  James  Johnson.  George  Thomson,  Arthur  Blenkinsop, 
T.  C.  Boyd,  Margaret  Cole,  Peggy  Crane,  Colin  Jackson,  Sybil  Jeger,  Margaret 
McKay,  Malcolm  Macpherson,  T.  E.  M.  McKitterick,  J.  P.  M.  Miller,  K.  Peay, 
Reginald  Prentice,  J.  W.  Raisin,  Mary  Stewart,  Philip  Thurman  and  regional  and 
area  representatives. 


Schools  Committee 

Philip  Thurman,  Brian  Abel-Smilh.  Gordon  Borrio.  R.  IL  S.  Crossman. 
Stuart  CJreen.  Ci.  B.  Kaul'man,  Sybil  Jeger.  Lis!  Klein.  S.  W.  1  awrence.  Alison 
Lough,  Duncan  Smith.  Sylvia  Stratford-Lawrence. 

The  Honorary  Officers  of  the  Society  serve  as  ex-ollicio  Members  on  all 
Committees. 
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APPENDIX    B 

HONORARY  SECRETARIES  OF   REGIONAL   AND  AREA  COMMITIEES 

OF   LOCAL   FABIAN   SOCIETIES 

(As  at  30th  September,  1958) 

Scotland:  K.  J.  N.  Wight,  38.  Roseanglc.  Dundee. 

West  Midlands:  C.  W.  Campling,  '  Burbach,'  Wolvey  Lane,  Rylon,  Bulkington, 

Nr.  Nuneaton,  Warwicks. 
Northern:    Mrs.   M.  McMillan.   'The  Haven,'   37,  Sycamore   Road,   Linthorpe, 

Middlesbrough. 
Wales:    Miss   Gwyneth    Morgan,  J. P..  27,  Morlais  Street,  Roath   Park,  Cardiff, 
^_^^North-West  :  C.  L.  Hannam,  914,  Hyde  Road,  Manchester,  18. 
''^South-West  :    Mrs.  B.  Sacof,  24,  Ormerod  Road.  Bristol.  9. 

Yorkshire:    Miss   Winifred    Braithwaite,    Scott    Bank,   HoUins  Lane,    Sowcrby 

Bridge,  Yorks. 
East  Midlands:   J.  J.  Barker,    17,  Park  Drive,  Grimsby. 
Essex:   Miss  Eve  Saville,  35,  Markham  Street.  S.W.3. 
Surrey:   Mrs.  Betty  Vernon,  88,  Benhill  Wood  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey. 
Kent:   K.  W.  May,  214,  High  Street,  Tonbridge,  Kent. 


HONORARY    SECRETARIES    OF   LOCAL   FABIAN    SOCIETIES 

(As  at  30th  September,   1958) 

Aberdeen  :   P.  R.  Fisk,  38,  Devonshire  Road,  Aberdeen. 

Bangor  :   E.  P.  Owen,  Ferndown,  Bryn  Eithinog,  Bangor. 

Barking:  Hugh  Copsey,  22,  Kilmartin  Road,  Goodmayes.  llford,  Essex. 

Barnsley  :    G.  E.  Green,  53.  Intake  Lane,  Barnsley,  Yorks. 

Barrow:    Mrs.  M.  Welbon,  9,  Mikasa  Street,  Walney  Island,  Barrow-in-,Furness 

Lanes. 
Barry:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Watts,  35,  Glamorgan  Street,  Barry,  Glam. 
Bath:  Miss  Mary  Phillips,  18,  Newbridge  Hill,  Bath. 
Bexley:   J.  M.  P.  Frisby,  82,  Westmoreland  Avenue,  Welling,  Kent. 
Birmingham  :    D.  Lawson,  25,  Cubley  Road,  Hall  Green.  Birmingham,  28. 
Bishops  Stortford:    Mrs.  J.   M.  Ditchfield,  27,  Ward  Crescent,  Bishops  Stort- 

ford,  Herts. 
Bolton  :   Ernest  Stebbing,  25.  Sunlight  Road,  Bolton,  Lanes. 
Bromley:    Mrs.   G.   Smart.    130,    Ravensbourne   Avenue,    Shortlands,   Bromley. 

Kent. 
Bournemouth:    Cyril   Speller,  687,  Wimborne  Road,  Winton,   Bournemouth. 
Bradford:   Miss  K.  Fawcett,  34,  Whitby  Road,  Toller  Lane,  Bradford. 
Braintree:    Peter  Baldock,  2,  Ashes  Farm  Cottages.  Cressing,  Braintree,  Essex. 
Brighton:   R.  Newsam,  Woodlands,  37,  Tongdean  Lane.  Brighton,  Sussex. 
Bristol:   Mrs.  Jeannette  Britton,  17,  Westbury  Park,  Durdham  Down,  Bristol,  6. 
Carlisle:  Miss  Helen  Holmes,  200,  Warwick  Road.  Carlisle. 
Cardiff:    Mrs.  Dorothy  George,  19,  Nevin  Terrace,  Rumney,  Cardiff. 
Central  Lonix)n  :    Anthony  Verrier,  33.  Clabon  Mews,  S.W.I. 
Calder:  Miss  Winifred  Braithwaite.  Scott  Bank,  Hollins  Lane.  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Yorks. 
Cheltenham:   Miss  E.  V.  Engvall.  9.  Montpellier  Parade.  Cheltenham. 
Chesterfield:  D.Webster,  Labour  Party  Offices.  Broad  Pavement.  Chestcrneld. 

Derbyshire, 
Coventry:    D.  H.  Jones.  66,  Loxley  Close,  Bell  Green,  Coventry. 
Crosby:   Miss  E.  Murray,  32,  College  Road,  Crosby,  Liverpool,  23. 
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Croydon  :    D.  Shine,  77a,  Whitchorsc  Road.  West  Croydon.  Surrey. 

Darlington:    O.  O'Brien,  71.  Brinkburn  Avenue,  Darlington,  Co.  Durham. 

Derby:   S.  A.   Henderson,  34,  Ashbourne  Road,  Derby. 

Dover  and  Deal:  G.  Greenstreet,   164,  Heathfield  Avenue,  Dover,  Kent. 

Dundee:   K.  J.  N.  Wight.  38,  Roseangle,  Dundee. 

Durham  :  Mrs.  P.  Kaim-Caudle.  25,  Western  Hill,  Durham. 

East  London:    Eric  Moonman,  Toynbee  Hall,  London,  E.l. 

Eastbourne:  Keith  Chapman,  Bissenden.  91,  Pevensey  Road,  Eastbourne,  Sussex. 

Edinburgh  :  Tam  Dalyell.  The  Binns,  Linlithgow.  Scotland. 

Epsom  :   Mrs.  P.  Cooper,  86,  Reigate  Road,  Epsom,  Surrey. 

Falkirk:   A.  W.  Liddell,  100.  Comely  Place,  Falkirk.  Scotland. 

Isle  of  Man:    Mrs.  M.  Faragher,  Gorse  Crag.  Port  Erin,  Isle  of  Man. 

Forest  Hill:  Miss  E.  H.  Lovell,  109a.  Newlands  Park,  Sydenham,  S.E.26. 

Glasgow:  W.  S.  Gray,  30.  Anniesland  Road,  Glasgow,  W.3.  ^^ 

Gloucester  :  F.  B.  Wilton,  4,  TufTley  Lane,  Gloucester.  f 

Grimsby:   J.  J.  Barker,  17,  Park  Drive,  Grimsby.  ^ 

Harlow  :  Angus  McRae.  74,  Tanys  Dell,  Harlow.  Essex. 

Hartlepools:    Mrs.  B.  E.  Mann,  24,  Welldeck  Gardens,  West  Hartlepool,  Co. 

Durham. 
Hastings:  J.  A.  Chambers,   10,  Albany  Road,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  Sussex. 
Hayes:    A.   Beck,   199,  Station   Road,   Hayes,    Harlington,   Middlesex. 
Holyhead:    H.  Douglas  Owen,   156,  Mor  Awelon,  Holyhead.  Anglesey. 
Huddersfield:   E.   Bray,  20,  Westfield   Avenue,   Oakes,  Huddersfield. 
Kilmarnock  :   John  .Shanks,  34,  Portland  Road,  Kilmarnock,  Scotland. 

Leeds:    Miss  Marjorie  Brett,  la,  Allerton  Park,  Leeds,  7. 

Letchworth  :    Mrs.  E.  Purdie,  24,  Bearton  Green,  Hitchin,  Herts. 

Lincoln:   G.  W.  Wood,  28,  Drake  Street,  Lincoln. 

Liverpool:    Doiran  Williams,  36,  Dale  Street,  Liverpool. 

Malden  :  Miss  K.  Paget,  10,  Beechcroft  Avenue,  New  Maiden,  Surrey. 

Manchester  :   Peter  Garrett,  78,  Edge  Lane.  Stretford,  Lanes. 

Meopham:   Mrs.  Joan  Wood,  Oast  Hatch,  Harvel,  Nr.  Gravesend,  Kent. 

Newport:  W.  H.  Davies,  43,  Redland  Street,  Newport.  Mon. 

North  London  :    Arthur  Super,  49,  Clapton  Common.  E.5. 

North  Staffs:   W.  H.  .Smith,  143,  Birches  Head  Road.  Hanley,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

Norwood:    D.  F.  Baker  Lace.  32,   Harold  Road,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19. 

Nottingham:   Mrs.  N.  Bailey,  46.  Teesdale  Road,  Nottingham. 

Nuneaton:    Mrs.  G.   M.  Campling.   Burbach,  Wolvey  Lane.  Ryton,  Bulkington, 

Nr.  Nuneaton,  Warwicks. 
Oldham:   F.  Piatt,  42.  Tilbury  Street.  Oldham,  Lanes. 

Oxford:    K.  Holly.  Cader,  Abingdon   Road,  Dorchester-on-Thames,  Oxford.         ^^^ 
Paisley:  W.  J.  McKechin,  8,  Barshaw  Drive,  Paisley.  Scotland.  f^ 

Peterlee:  Peter  Condon.  29.  Rydal  Crescent,  Peterlee,  Co.  Durham. 
Pontypool:  Mrs.  Lilian  Evans,  9,  Stafl'ord  Road,  Griffithstown,  Pontypool,  Mon. 

Redhill:   Sidney  Smith,  67,  Colman  Way,  Redhill,  Surrey. 

•St.  Helens:   R.  Jones,  146.  Robins  Lane,  St.  Helens.  Lanes. 
Sheffield:    Miss  Ivy  Evison,  220,  Carterknowle  Road,  Sheffield,  7. 
Slough:    F.  C.  Evenett,  229f,  High  Street.  .Slough,  Bucks. 
Southampton:   W.  A.  Stearn,  11.  Luccombe  Place,  Shirley.  .Southampton. 
South   Dorset:    H.    F.   Leaney.   88,  Doncaster   Road.   Wyke  Regis,  Weymouth, 

Dorset. 
Stafford:   H.  J.  Clarke.  37.  Windsor  Road.  Stall'ord. 
SnVFNAGF:    Mrs.    Ruth    I  angford.   ^.   Uenslede.   Stevenage.    Herts. 
Stockport:    H.  Lees.   17.  Woodville  Drive.   Marpie.  Cheshire. 
Streatham:  C.  J.  Blau,  30.  Thornton  Avenue.  Streatham   Hill.  S.W.2. 
Sunderland:   G.  Johnston,   1,  Cedarwood  Grove,  Tunstall.  Sunderland. 
Sutton  :    Mrs.  Betty  Vernon,  88,   Benhill  Wood  Road,  Sutton,  Surrey. 
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Swansea:  Mrs.  Margaret  Jones.  The  Labour  Hall.  High  Street.  Swansea. 
Tees-side:    Mrs.    M.    McMillan.    The   Haven.    37.    Sycamore    Road.  TintTiorne. 

Middlesbrough. 
TuNBRirxjr,  Wciis:    Mrs.  Eleanor  Pritchard.  15,  Brook   Street.    I  onbridgc.  Kent. 
Iyneside:   Colin  Gray,  8,  Gretton  Place.  Ncwcastle-on-1  yne.  7. 
University  of  LoNtxjN :    Mrs.   Barbara    Hardy.  85a,  Piiilbeach   Gardens.  S.W.."^. 
Univkksiit  of  Sr.  Andrews:   Da\id  Nimmo,  Queens  College.  Dundee. 
Walthamstow:    Miss  Doreen  Wyld.   113.  Orford  Road.  Walthamstow,  E.17. 
Watford:    F.  Thomson.  The  Cottage.  39.  Church   Road.  Watford.  Herts. 
West    Middlesex:     Mrs.    B.    Brittian.    33.    Drayton    Court.    Drayton    Gardens. 

S.W.IO. 
Wimbledon:   Mrs.  Jill  Palmer.  9,  Hunter  Road,  S.W.20. 
Wolverhampton:     Mrs.    O.    Tragen.    22,    Lowlands    Avenue.    Tettenhall.    Nr. 

Wolverhampton. 
Worcester:   Leonard  V.  Pike,  Pensax  Court.  Stockton,  Nr.  Worcester. 
Wrexham:   Mrs.   K.  Davies.  Delfrvn.  .Stryt  Las.  Rhos.  Nr.  Wrexham. 
Wigan:   C.  Brown.  Granary  House.   17.  .Springpool.  Winstanley.  Nr.  Wigan. 
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